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“Print My Blog” 2.0 adds the option to place print buttons onto your posts. This lets visitors convert a post into paper, PDF, or eBook for easier reading, sharing, and storing. In this post, I’ll show what the buttons are like and how easy they are to add.




Print My Blog does such a good job of presenting blogs in a readable format for site administrators, that users wanted to make those same options available to their visitors.







Video showing how to setup print buttons on your WordPress website in under a minute.



Take a Look




By default, the new print buttons do not show. Print My Blog was originally intended as just a tool for site administrators to print their entire blog, and we don’t want to change the look of your site without you being aware.




But when they’re activated, they look like this:




Print My Blog’s print buttons in Twenty Nineteen theme



Or this:




Print My Blog’s print buttons in Astra theme



Actually, it depends on your website’s active theme. Your theme can style them how it likes, as they’re basically the same structure as button blocks.




You can customize the text and icon, so easily show them in your site’s language, remove or change the icons, or have them only be icons.




You can also choose which buttons to show, if you don’t think they’re all needed.




If you’d like more customization options, just let us know on GitHub or the WordPress.org support forum.




How To Add The Print Buttons




Many of the other WordPress plugins that add print buttons make setup unnecessarily complex (involving navigating a sea of settings, using archaic shortcodes, or even editing theme files.) Print My Blog makes it really easy.




To activate the print buttons




	From the WordPress dashboard (wp-admin), under the menu item “Print My Blog”, click “Settings”
	Where it asks “Show visitors buttons to print your posts?” add a check mark
	Click “Save Settings”





To activate the frontend print buttons (because they don’t show by default), click
1. “Settings” under “Print My Blog”
2. “Show visitors buttons to print your posts?”
3. “Save Settings”



At the top-right of all posts there will now be the print buttons to make a paper, PDF, and eBook copy of the post, just like you saw earlier.









How to Customize Them




On that same Print My Blog Settings page, there are a few more settings. To see them, click “Customize Buttons.”




There, you can select which exact formats have buttons: paper, PDF, and eBook. If you’d like to remove one or two of those buttons, just uncheck it and click “Save Settings.”




Print button customization options. Check the formats you’d like to show, and the label on each button.



You can also change the text of each button if you like. If you don’t want to translate the entire plugin into your language, you can just change the “label” of each format’s button. Or, you can change the buttons’ icons (the default is just standard emojis) or remove them altogether.




There are currently no options for moving the buttons to elsewhere on the page, or integrating them into your theme. We haven’t added them because the default right-hand corner makes the buttons both immediately obvious, but also not more prominent that your post’s actual content.




Also, we want to let users indicate it’s a priority over other features. So if you’d like more customization options, please let us know on GitHub or WordPress.org support forums.




Why Is This Part of Print My Blog?




Here’s a few reasons we’ve added this feature:




	Users requested it
	I think Print My Blog is a good-looking and easy alternative to similar plugins
	and hopefully this more commonly -sought-after feature will attract more users to Print My Blog, who will then use it to preserve their blog.





What Other Options Are There?




There are already a few good plugins that add print buttons. They all do it a little bit differently, and have different features. If there’s a feature one of them has that you really wish Print My Blog had too, again, please let me know.




	Print, PDF, Email by PrintFriendly (50,000 active installs) lets visitors easily print to paper, PDF, or email themselves a copy.  Easy setup and very customizable(visitors can even remove stuff from the printouts they don’t want). On the downside: it doesn’t use theme’s styles, the free  version is not GDPR-compliant and inserts advertisements.
	WP Print Friendly (1,000 active installs) automatically adds a link to print the current post, page, or even custom post types. Can convert links to endnotes which is pretty great. But again doesn’t use theme’s styles.
	WP-Print (20,000 active installs) printouts quite customizable. Requires editing theme files (so you need to know how to edit PHP files). Does not use theme’s styles.
	Print-o-Matic (10,000 active installs) add print buttons with a shortcode (which is a bit of a chore to do on all posts, but not too difficult). Customizable and can work with theme’s and plugin’s styles. 





So having reviewed those, what does Print My Blog offer? It has very easy setup (but “Print, PDF, Email by PrintFriendly” and “WP Print Friendly” do too), uses your theme’s styles (“Print-o-Matic” does too), and is free without advertisements (only “Print, PDF, Email by PrintFriendly” isn’t), among other things.




What’s next For Print My Blog Print Buttons?




Like I’ve written already, I know these new print buttons aren’t perfect. Please let me know if they suit your needs, what more you’d like them to do, and in what ways you’d like to further customize them.




Comments, and not-so-harsh criticism, welcome.
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							Print My Blog Transparency Report – December 2019 – Colin Michael Lucien Jonathan Nelson’s Blogsays:						


						
							
																
									January 4, 2020 at 8:21 pm								
							
													


					

					

						[…] You can read more about the print buttons in my post outlining how to use them. […]
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						Greetings, thanks for the explanation. How easy these buttons are to be added. I am extremely surprised by the speed.
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							C Michael Nelsonsays:						


						
							
																
									February 28, 2020 at 5:34 pm								
							
													


					

					

						Thanks! I’m already receiving quite a few requests to let them be more customizable (eg different look of the print page, place the buttons in the footer, or only display the buttons on certain pages) but I’ll try to keep it simple!
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